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PRESS RELEASE 

G8 ENVIRONMENT MEETING: THE SYRACUSE CHARTER IS ADOPTED AT THE END 
OF THE SUMMIT. MINISTER PRESTIGIACOMO: “I’M SATISFIED BY THE HIGH LEVEL 

OF THE DEBATE AND THE IMPORTANT RESULTS REACHED AHEAD OF THE 
COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE.” 

The G8 Environment Ministers Meeting concluded with  the adoption of  the Syracuse Charter after  three 
days of discussions in Syracuse, Italy, between the ministers of 20 countries.  

The charter represents a fundamental reference point from which to revive the commitment to define new 
and joint strategies for the period after 2010. The essential principals at the heart of  the charter are that 
biodiversity  and  ecosystem  services  are  essential  for  life  on  Earth,  the  wellbeing  of  humanity  and  the 
achievement  of  all  the  Millennium  Development  Goals;  that  biodiversity  and  ecosystems  are  of  great 
economic value and can make an important contribution to the resolution of the current global economic 
and financial  crisis; that  it  is urgent  to  identify a common path that can direct us  towards new post‐2010 
objectives. 

“We  have  reached  important  results  that  will  assist  in  the  debate  on  environmental  issues  during  a 
particularly  important  year  for  choices  on  climate  change  and  biodiversity,  in  order  to  get  to  the  UN 
conference in Copenhagen in December,” said Italian Minister for the Environment, Land and Sea, Stefania 
Prestigiacomo at the end of the G8 Environment Ministers Meeting. 

The  Italian  Presidency  of  the  G8  has  produced  a  Chair  Summary with  all  participants,  showing  how  the 
indications that emerged from the Kobe meeting have been successfully taken up. 

In  view of  the  G8  summit  that will  be  held  by  the  Italian  Presidency  in  July, Minister  Prestigiacomo also 
announced that she would forward  the Syracuse Charter to the Prime Minister’s office  in order to send a 
strong  message  about  the  urgency  with  which  a  correct  relationship  between  the  environment  and 
children’s  health  needs  to  be  confronted.  “The  session  on  children’s  health,  which  opened  with  the 
contribution of  Japan  and  the  United  States,”  the minister  continued,  “highlighted  that  all  countries  are 
confronting  with  concrete  measures  the  relationship  between  the  environment  and  children’s  health, 
particularly developing countries.” 

Monday  morning  Minister  Prestigiacomo  will  be  in  Washington  to  participate  in  the  Major  Economies 
Forum  (MEF)  to  which  “I  will  bring  the  rich  debate  that  took  place  in  Syracuse  and  the  results  of  our 
meeting, with the contributions on the development of technologies and financing methods that emerged 
from the World Bank and the International Energy Agency,” Prestigiacomo concluded. 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